OPEN YOUR OWN

BUG HOTEL
Welcome one and all! If you have read James and the Giant Peach*,
you will know that insects are not to be feared. They are in fact intelligent,
friendly, useful creatures that we need for pollination, soil health,
and many other ever-so-important creepy-crawly reasons.
Your adventure this week: build a brilliant bug hotel and throw
the grandest of grand openings.
*If you haven’t, we recommend you do so right away!

WHY A

BUG HOTEL?
Why do bugs need hotels? We hear you ask. They don’t have suitcases or sunhats or
anything else you generally need for a holiday.
In James and the Giant Peach the insects take shelter inside... you guessed it! A peach
– and even though it tastes downright delicious, a peach is not an ideal habitat for
insects.
By building a bug hotel you can make a safe habitat for many marvellous insects, such
as ladybirds, bees, woodlice, centipedes, millipedes, and beetles. This superb array of
minibeasts can go to your hotel as a safe space to shelter, raise their young, and hide
from predators like birds or frogs.
It’s a creative and sustainable way of supporting the little creatures you find in your
garden.

SET THE SCENE
Why not listen along to a taste
of James and the Giant Peach
as you build your hotel?
Follow this QR code for a free
extract of the new audiobook read by
comedian James Acaster.
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OPEN YOUR OWN

BUG HOTEL
HOW TO MAKE THE COSIEST BUG HOTEL:
Take a nature walk in your garden or local area and
collect any of the below:
Twigs

Short sticks

Moss

Small stones

Leaves

Tree bark

Small pinecones

Soil

Dead grass

Pssst!
Please don’t pull anything off the trees, bushes, or plants
themselves: they need this more than you do!
YOU WILL NEED, EITHER:
A muffin or cupcake baking
tray (one that your parents
don’t mind losing to bugs)

Six toilet roll tubes or three
kitchen roll tubes cut in half

DESIGNING YOUR HOTEL:
If you’re using a muffin or cupcake tray:
Arrange your nature items
in each dip in your tray.
Your aim is to create a
brilliant hotel with many
differently themed rooms.
Have a look at the Inspiration Alert box to get you
going.

INSPIRATION ALERT!
Roll up leaves to make hideouts for lazy bugs like
Mr Centipede
Make a teepee of sticks for important insect
meetings run by the Old Green Grasshopper
Place moss or grass over small stones for the
comfiest bug beds (the Ladybird would love this)
Fill one dip with water so that your
hotel has a pool and a place for your
bugs to get a drink.

THE PERFECT LOCATION:
Make sure you place your bug hotel in a sheltered,
dark spot that insects will be drawn to, such as
under a bush. If you are putting your bug hotel on
a patio or balcony, choose the quietest, shadiest
spot surrounded by other plants. Make sure that it
is somewhere where your hotel will stay as dry as
possible if it rains (no one likes a leaky roof, not
even bugs).
THROW A GRAND OPENING:
Once you have chosen the perfect spot, invite your
family to the grandest of openings. You could hand
out tickets, cut a ribbon, make a speech - whatever
best celebrates this momentous occasion.

If you’re using toilet or kitchen roll:

AND FINALLY…

Stuff each roll with your nature
items. Make sure each roll is
tightly packed so that nothing
falls out the ends. When you
have found your perfect location stack your six filled rolls
in a pyramid – three at the
bottom, two in the middle and
one at the top. You might want
to secure them with some tape
or glue so they don’t blow off each other.

Wait to see which brilliantly buggy friends visit! You
might see Mr Centipede or even the Old Green
Grasshopper. It may take a couple of days, weeks
or even months to see any creatures move in, but
it will be worth the wait when you see your hotel
bustling with bugs!
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BUGS OF THE WORLD,
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME!

HERE YOU WILL FIND

WELCOME TO HOTEL

Give your hotel a catchy name and complete this template to create
a stupendous sign. You can stick the sign directly onto your hotel or
cut it out, stick it to some card, attach it to a lolly stick, and stand it
in the ground next to your hotel.

No

The most wonderful of hotels needs the grandest of openings.
Use this template to create an invitation to give to your family
or friends.

Yes

Can you attend?

Place

Time

Date

You are cordially invited to the grand opening
of Hotel

Dear

GRAND
OPENING

YOU’RE INVITED!

GREATEST OF OPENINGS

TIME TO THROW THE
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BUGS OF THE WORLD,
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME!

HERE YOU WILL FIND

WELCOME TO HOTEL

Give your hotel a catchy name and decorate this template to create
a stupendous sign. The best bugs are attracted to colour, so make it
as bright as possible. You can stick the sign directly onto your hotel
or cut it out, stick it to some card, attach it to a lolly stick, and stand
it in the ground next to your hotel.

Yes

No

Can you atend?

Place

Time

Date

You are cordially invited to the grand opening of
Hotel

Dear

GRAND
OPENING

YOU’RE INVITED!

The most wonderful of hotels needs the grandest of openings.
Use this template to create an invitation to give to your family or
friends.

GREATEST OF OPENINGS

TIME TO THROW THE

